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Celebration:  As We Grew 

 

In	
  March	
  1971,	
  wan.ng	
  to	
  bring	
  people	
  of	
  all	
  ages	
  and	
  cultures	
  
together,	
  we	
  built	
  a	
  restaurant	
  out	
  of	
  real	
  stone,	
  wood,	
  copper,	
  
and	
  leather	
  where	
  we	
  would	
  serve	
  good	
  food	
  to	
  good	
  people.	
  	
  It	
  

worked	
  –	
  you	
  came	
  and	
  came	
  again.	
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Spirit of Fun 

 



John Graves, Friend 
and Mentor 
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Busquemos	
  la	
  gran	
  alegria	
  del	
  
haber	
  hecho	
  (Let	
  us	
  seek	
  the	
  
great	
  pleasure	
  of	
  having	
  done)	
  

	
  –	
  Juan	
  Ramon	
  Jimenez	
  



Friends of the Brazos River 

Working to restore and ensure a clean, 
healthy, flowing Brazos River for 

present and future generations 

Friends of the Brazos & 
Texas Water Trails 
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From the kids: 
“We	
  pack	
  up	
  our	
  belongings.	
  	
  We	
  pack	
  all	
  of	
  our	
  tools	
  and	
  gear.	
  	
  We	
  pack	
  up	
  all	
  of	
  
our	
  food.	
  	
  We	
  put	
  all	
  in	
  our	
  liKle	
  boats.	
  	
  We	
  take	
  them	
  down	
  the	
  river,	
  searching	
  for	
  
a	
  nice	
  place	
  to	
  unpack	
  everything	
  again	
  –	
  a	
  place	
  to	
  live,	
  a	
  place	
  to	
  sleep.	
  	
  The	
  next	
  
day,	
  the	
  trip	
  was	
  over.	
  	
  On	
  the	
  trip,	
  I	
  learned	
  what	
  a	
  river	
  trip	
  is.	
  	
  I	
  learned	
  that	
  it’s	
  
possible	
  to	
  survive	
  on	
  just	
  what	
  you	
  NEED,	
  and	
  you	
  don’t	
  need	
  to	
  have	
  all	
  the	
  
luxuries	
  that	
  we	
  have	
  regularly	
  at	
  home.	
  	
  I	
  had	
  so	
  much	
  fun	
  on	
  the	
  trip,	
  and	
  I	
  really	
  
worked	
  hard.	
  	
  It’s	
  a	
  good	
  life	
  when	
  I	
  am	
  working	
  hard	
  with	
  people	
  close	
  to	
  me.”	
  
	
  
“I	
  survived	
  while	
  have	
  fun,	
  and	
  now	
  greatly	
  miss	
  that	
  fun.	
  	
  I	
  was	
  there	
  alongside	
  
thirty-­‐one	
  other	
  students	
  pushing	
  themselves	
  just	
  as	
  hard	
  as	
  I	
  was	
  pushing	
  myself	
  
and	
  the	
  result	
  was	
  great.	
  	
  A	
  big	
  synchronized	
  team	
  was	
  born	
  that	
  could	
  canoe	
  
through	
  a	
  river,	
  climb	
  a	
  mountain,	
  you	
  name	
  it.	
  	
  I	
  think	
  of	
  the	
  possibili.es	
  for	
  the	
  
rest	
  of	
  the	
  year.	
  	
  We	
  can	
  accomplish	
  anything	
  with	
  twice	
  the	
  produc.vity	
  as	
  before.”	
  
	
  
“As	
  we	
  canoed	
  through	
  it,	
  everything	
  was	
  quiet	
  and	
  nice.	
  	
  No	
  one	
  was	
  yelling	
  or	
  even	
  
talking.	
  	
  It	
  was	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  magical	
  moments	
  when	
  people	
  get	
  silent	
  and	
  no	
  one	
  
expects	
  anyone	
  to	
  do	
  or	
  say	
  something.”	
  
	
  



Our Leadership Team 


